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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-15 and 17-31 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 19 is indefinite because there is no antecedent basis for the limitation "the number 
of objects" in lines 2-3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 10, 14, 15 and 23-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kikinis (U.S. 5,929,849 A). 

Regarding claim 10, Kikinis discloses a method for indicating to a viewer of a 
hyperlinked television broadcast that an object of a video frame (image entity such as car in a 
video advertisement or an actor/actress in television program) has associated therewith 
hyperlinked information (see figures 2A, 2C and col. 5, lines 17-23), the method comprising: 
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determining whether the object in the video frame is viewable during a particular shot 
(the receiver 1 1 determines whether the image entity in the video frame is viewable during a 
particular scene - see col. 6, lines 64-67; col. 10, lines 43-50; col. 9, lines 9-23); 

displaying an interactive content icon (i.e., icon 57) responsive to the determination that 
the object is viewable during the particular shot (displaying an icon 57 during the particular 
scene of the BMW advertisement), the icon for indicating that the object has hyperlinked 
information (i.e., WWW URLs) associated therewith (see figures 2A, 2C; col. 6, lines 50-53); 
and 

visually highlighting the object during the particular shot (the image may be highlighted - 
see col. 5, lines 23-26; col. 7, lines 14-15). 

Regarding claim 14, Kikinis discloses that the icon is displayed in response to a signal 
contained within the hyperlinked television broadcast (i.e., in response to position information or 
data from a television broadcast signal - see col. 6, lines 50-63). 

Regarding claim 15, Kikinis discloses that the icon is displayed in response to a change 
in a video image that is displayed (i.e., the icon is displayed in BMW advertisement, wherein the 
advertisement is displayed between portions of TV programs - see col. 6, lines 64-67 and figure 
2A). 

Regarding claim 23, Kikinis discloses that the object is visually highlighted in response to 
a user command (see col. 7, lines 14-17; col. 10, lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 24, Kikinis discloses that in the scene or the program may includes 
several entities (i.e., objects), and the each identified entity is enhanced in display such as an 
enhanced brightness (a halo) (see col. 5, lines 22-27; coL 10, lines 46-50; col. 9, lines 9-23). 
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Regarding claim 25, Kikinis discloses that the object is associated with a visibility indicia 
(i.e., halo) indicative of whether the object is viewable during the particular shot (i.e., particular 
scene of the advertisement or TV program) (see col. 5, lines 22-27; col. 3, lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 26, Kikinis discloses a hyperlinked television broadcast reception 
system for indicating to a viewer of a hyperlinked television broadcast that an object of a video 
frame (image entity such as car in a video advertisement or an actor/actress in television 
program) has associated therewith hyperlinked information (see figures 2A, 2C and col. 5, lines 
17-23), the system comprising: 

a display (51 , 53 - see figure 1); 

a processor (19 - see figure 1); 

a memory (49 - see figure 1) operably coupled to the processor and having program 
instructions (codes or control routines 48) stored therein (see figure 1), the processor being 
operable to execute the program instructions (see col. 7, lines 38-56), the program instructions 
including: 

determining whether the object in the video frame is viewable during a particular shot 
(the receiver 1 1 determines whether the image entity in the video frame is viewable during a 
particular scene - see col. 6, lines 64-67; col. 10, lines 43-50; col. 9, lines 9-23); 

displaying an interactive content icon (i.e., icon 57) responsive to the determination that 
the object is viewable during the particular shot (displaying an icon 57 during the particular 
scene of the BMW advertisement), the icon for indicating that the object has hyperlinked 
information (i.e., WWW URLs) associated therewith (see figures 2A, 2C; col. 6, lines 50-53); 
and 

visually highlighting the object during the particular shot (the image may be highlighted - 
see coL 5, lines 23-26; col. 7, lines 14-15). 
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Claim 27, see rejection of claim 23 above. 
Claim 28, see rejection of claim 24 above. 
Claim 29, see rejection of claim 25 above. 

Regarding claim 30, Kikinis shows that the icon 57 is displayed with a visual effect, i.e., 
specific icon or emblem for a certain brand of automobile such as Ford, Chevrolet or BMW, that 
automatically changes with time, wherein each change of the visual effect is accompanied with 
an automatic change of an object in the video frame that is visually highlighted (in a particular 
car advertisement for a certain brand of automobile, an icon may be presented in each frame at 
a particular position in the frame at a predetermined time, for example, displaying a specific icon 
accompanied with a BMW car in the video frame 55 that is visually centered attention on - see 
col. 6, lines 50-63 and figure 2A). 

Regarding claim 31, Kikinis teaches displaying the icon 57 on screen until the viewer 
interacts with the advertisement for viewing additional information (see col. 7, lines 48-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kikinis (US 5,929,849 A). 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, Kikinis discloses that the icon could be the specific symbol 
used for that brand of automobiles such as Ford, Chevrolet or BMW (see col. 6, lines 56-58). 
Kikinis further discloses that the icon displays a time period remaining until an interaction 
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opportunity will occur (i.e., until the viewer actives the cursor to touch the icon for viewing the 
additional information - see col. 7, lines 57-67). Kikinis does not disclose that the icon 
comprises an alphanumeric character. Official Notice is taken that an icon comprises an 
alphanumeric character or letter is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Kikinis by displaying an icon comprising an alphanumeric character to effectively attract the 
viewers. 

8. Claims 11 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kikinis (US 5,929,849 A) in view of Dunn et al. (US 5,648,824 A). 

Regarding claims 11 and 17, Kikinis does not disclose that the icon reflects a subset of 
the buttons on the remote control, and the icon is displayed in response to a viewer's use of a 
remote control, respectively. However, Dunn suggests that displaying icon 100 provides control 
buttons corresponding to buttons 70 on remote control 40 in response to user's use of the 
remote control (see col. 5-6, lines 61-2 and figure 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Kikinis 
by displaying icon provides control buttons corresponding to buttons on remote control as 
suggested by Dunn in order to provide viewer an on-screen visual aid controlling presentation of 
video. 

Regarding claim 18, Kikinis discloses that the icon conveys information about content of 
the hyperlinked information associated with the object (see col. 7, lines 40-42). 

Regarding claim 19, Kikinis shows that the icon conveys information about the number 
of objects (i.e., the plurality of image entities) having hyperlinked information associated 
therewith (see figure 2C; col. 10, lines 43-45). 
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Regarding claim 20, Kikinis discloses that the icon conveys infomiation about action 
associated with the object for allowing the user to access web pages via selecting URLs (see 
col. 7, lines 40-42; col. 8, lines 1-22). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 12-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ngoc K. Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 261 1 
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